
Fire-Wise Plant List 3/20/2008

Botanical Name Common Name Plant Type
Water 
Needs Light Needs

SouthWest 
Native

Opuntia (all species) Cactus Cacti
Little to 
None

Full sun x

Echinocereus engelmannii Hedgehog Cactus Cacti Moderate Full sun x
Buchloe dactyloides Buffalo Grass Grass Little Full sun x

Bouteloua curtipendula Sideoats Grama Grass Grass
Little to 
Moderate

Full sun x

Bouteloua gracilis Blue Grama Grass Grass
Little to 
Moderate

Full sun x

Eragrostis intermedia Plains Love Grass Grass
Little to 
Moderate

Full sun to 
Partial shade

Muhlenbergia rigens Deer Grass Grass
Little to 
Moderate

Full sun or 
Light shade x

Calylophus hartwegii Fendler's Sundrops Perennial Little
Full sun or 
Light shade x

Zinnia grandiflora Prairie Zinnia Perennial Little Full sun x
Achillea (all species & 
varieties)

Yarrow Perennial
Little to 
Moderate

Full sun

Armeria (all species & 
varieties)

Thrift Perennial
Little to 
Moderate

Full sun

Centranthus ruber (all 
varieties)

Jupiter's Beard Perennial
Little to 
Moderate

Full sun or 
Partial shade

Coreopsis (all species & 
varieties)

Coreopsis Perennial
Little to 
Moderate

Full sun

Hesperaloe parviflora Red Yucca Perennial
Little to 
Moderate

Full sun x

Hymenoxys acaulis Angelita Daisy Perennial
Little to 
Moderate

Full sun to 
Partial shade x

Oenothera caespitosa Tufted Evening Primrose Perennial
Little to 
Moderate

Full sun to 
Partial shade

Penstemon (all species & 
varieties)

Penstemon Perennial
Little to 
Moderate

Full to Partial 
shade

x (some 
species)

Sedum (all species & varieties) Stonecrop Perennial
Little to 
Moderate

Full sun to 
Partial shade

Sempervirens Hens and Chicks Perennial
Little to 
Moderate

Full sun

Sempervivum tectorum Hens and Chicks Perennial
Little to 
Moderate

Full sun to 
Partial shade

Thymus (all species & all 
varieties

Thyme Perennial
Little to 
Moderate

Full sun to 
Partial shade

Nolina microcarpa Bear Grass Perennial
Little to 
None

Full sun or 
Light shade x

Alyssum saxatilis 'Goldkugel' Basket of Gold Perennial Moderate
Full sun or 
Light shade

Asclepias tuberosa 'Gay 
Butterflies'

Butterfly Weed Perennial Moderate Full sun

Aurinia saxatile Basket of Gold Perennial Moderate Full sun
Baileya multiradiata Desert Marigold Perennial Moderate Full sun x
Gaillardia (all species & 
varieties)

Blanketflower Perennial Moderate Full sun

Gaura (all varieties) Gaura Perennial Moderate Full sun
Helianthemum nummalarium 
(all varieties)

Sunrose Perennial Moderate Full sun

Helianthemum nummalarium 
(all varieties)

Sunrose Perennial Moderate Full sun

Linum (all species & varieties) Blue Flax Perennial Moderate Full sun x
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Phlox subulata Creeping Phlox Perennial Moderate
Full sun to 
Partial shade

Stachys byzantina Lamb's Ear Perennial Moderate
Full sun to 
Partial shade

Cerastium tomentosum Snow-in-Summer Perennial
Moderate to 
Regular

Full sun

Delosperma Ice Plant Perennial
Moderate to 
Regular

Full sun

Heuchera spp. Coral Bells Perennial
Moderate to 
Regular

Part Shade

Kniphofia uvuria Red-hot Poker Perennial
Moderate to 
Regular

Full sun to 
Partial shade

Ajuga reptans Carpet Bugle Perennial Regular Part shade

Carex spp. Sedge Perennial Regular
Full sun to 
Partial shade

Hemorocallis hybrids Daylily Perennial Regular Full sun

Hosta spp. Hosta Perennial Regular
Part to Full 
shade

Iris spp. Iris Perennial Regular Full sun

Leucophyllum frutescens Texas Ranger
Shrub, 
Deciduous

Little Full sun x

Cercocarpus montanus
True Mountain 
Mahogany

Shrub, 
Deciduous

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun x

Chilopsis linearis (all varieties) Desert Willow
Shrub, 
Deciduous

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun x

Cotoneaster horizontalis Cotoneaster, Rock
Shrub, 
Deciduous

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun

Ericameria laricifolia Turpentine Bush
Shrub, 
Deciduous

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun x

Ericameria nauseosus Rabbit Bush
Shrub, 
Deciduous

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun x

Forestiera meomexicana New Mexican Privet
Shrub, 
Deciduous

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun x

Rhus (all species & varieties) Sumac
Shrub, 
Deciduous

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun x (some 
species)

Shepherdia argentea Silver Buffaloberry
Shrub, 
Deciduous

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun

Symphoricarpos (all species & 
varieties)

Snowberry & Coralberry
Shrub, 
Deciduous

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun to 
Partial shade

Aniscanthus quadrifidus Desert Honeysuckle
Shrub, 
Deciduous

Moderate Full sun x

Potentilla fruticosa (all 
varieties)

Potentilla
Shrub, 
Deciduous

Moderate Full sun

Potentilla fruticosa (all 
varieties)

Potentilla
Shrub, 
Deciduous

Moderate Full sun

Amelanchier alnifolia Serviceberry
Shrub, 
Deciduous

Moderate to 
Regular

Full sun

Buddleja Butterfly Bush
Shrub, 
Deciduous

Moderate to 
Regular

Full sun

Physocarpus monogynus Mountain Ninebark
Shrub, 
Deciduous

Moderate to 
Regular

Full sun to 
Full shade x

Syringa vulgaris (all varietie) Lilac
Shrub, 
Deciduous

Moderate to 
Regular

Full sun

Agave (all species) Agave
Shrub, 
Evergreen

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun to 
Partial shade x

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi Bearberry
Shrub, 
Evergreen

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun to 
Light shade
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Atriplex canescens Fourwing Saltbush
Shrub, 
Evergreen

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun x

Cercocarpus ledifolius
Curl Leaf Mountain 
Mahogany

Shrub, 
Evergreen

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun x

Chrysactinia mexicana Damiantia
Shrub, 
Evergreen

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun

Cowania mexicana 
stansburiana

Cliff Rose
Shrub, 
Evergreen

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun x

Dasylirion wheeleri Desert Spoon
Shrub, 
Evergreen

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun x

Mahonia repens Creeping Mahonia
Shrub, 
Evergreen

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun to 
Partial shade x

Santolina chamaecyparissus Lavender Cotton
Shrub, 
Evergreen

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun

Yucca (all species & varieties) Yucca
Shrub, 
Evergreen

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun x

Fallugia paradoxa Apache Plume
Shrub, 
Evergreen

Little to 
None

Full sun x

Euonymus (all species & 
varieties)

Euonymus
Shrub, 
Evergreen

Moderate to 
Regular

Full sun to 
Partial shade

Acer ginnala Amur Maple
Tree, 
Deciduous

Moderate to 
Regular

Full sun

Acer grandidentatum Bigtooth Maple
Tree, 
Deciduous

Moderate to 
Regular

Full sun x

Chitalpa tashkentensis (all 
varieties)

Chitalpa
Tree, 
Deciduous

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun

Robinia pseudoacacia (all 
varieties)

Locust
Tree, 
Deciduous

Little to 
Moderate

Full sun

Celtis reticulata Hackberry, Western
Tree, 
Deciduous

Moderate
Full sun to 
Partial shade x

Cercis canadensis mexicana Mexican Redbud
Tree, 
Deciduous

Moderate
Full sun to 
Light shade

Cercis occidentalis Western Redbud
Tree, 
Deciduous

Moderate
Full sun to 
Light shade x

Cotinus coggygria (all 
varieties)

Smoke Tree
Tree, 
Deciduous

Moderate Full sun

Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green Ash
Tree, 
Deciduous

Regular Full sun

Fraxinus velutina Arizona Ash
Tree, 
Deciduous

Regular Full sun x

Gleditsia triacanthos (all 
varieties)

Honeylocust
Tree, 
Deciduous

Moderate to 
Regular

Full sun x

Juglans major Black Walnut
Tree, 
Deciduous

Moderate Full sun

Lagerstroemia indica Crape Myrtle
Tree, 
Deciduous

Moderate Full sun

Malus spp. (all varieties) Flowering Crabapples
Tree, 
Deciduous

Moderate to 
Regular

Full sun

Platanus wrightii Arizona Sycamore
Tree, 
Deciduous

Moderate to 
Regular

Full sun x

Platanus x acerifolia
Sycamore or London 
Planetree

Tree, 
Deciduous

Moderate to 
Regular

Full sun

Populus fremontii Western Cottonwood
Tree, 
Deciduous

Regular Full sun

Populus tremuloides Quaking Aspen
Tree, 
Deciduous

Regular Full sun
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Prunus spp. Flowering Plum
Tree, 
Deciduous

Moderate to 
Regular

Full sun

Quercus gambellii Gambel Oak
Tree, 
Deciduous

Moderate Full sun x
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